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UTTLESFORD DISTRICT COUNCIL LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 

MINUTES – 04 JULY 2017 18:00 

COUNCIL OFFICES LONDON ROAD 

SAFFRON WALDEN 

 
Chairman: 
 
Panel Members: 
 
 
 
Apologies: 
 
Also Present: 
 
Officers: 
 

 
Councillor S Walsh 
 
Councillors S Barker and J Moran (Essex County Council). 
Councillors A Mills and G Sell (Uttlesford District Council). 
Councillor B Barnes (Town/Parish Representative). 
 
Councillors H Asker and J Freeman.   
 
Councillor G LeCount 
 
A Bochel (Democratic Services Officer), S Church (Highway 
Liaison Manager) and R Long (Highways Liaison Officer). 
 
 

 

Item  Owner 

1. Welcome and Apologies: 
 
Councillor Walsh welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
 
He thanked those who were no longer members of the panel for their 
service: Councillors Chambers, Davey, Lodge and Ryles 
 
He said he was also sad to hear of the death of ex-panel member Alastair 
Walters, who was able to see the footpath at Hempstead finished before 
he passed away. 

 

 

2. Minutes of meeting held on 3 April 2017: 
 
The minutes of UDC Highway Panel meeting held on 4 July 2017 were 
approved as a correct record. 
 
Councillor Barker asked who should be resubmitting scheme applications if 
the Highways Panel had asked for amendments to be made. The 
Highways Liaison Officer said she would expect parish councils to do that. 
 
Members asked if they could receive minutes in advance of the next 
agenda being published. The Democratic Services Officer said minutes 
were generally available to members and officers within ten working days 
of the relevant meeting. 
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3. Approved Works Programme: 
 
The budget for 2017-18 was £236,000, with an additional £100,000 
provided by Essex County Council and Uttlesford District Council. The cost 
of the Safer Roads Scheme would need to be deducted from that. Overall, 
members had recommended schemes for the year to the total value of 
£335,215. The total value of schemes for 2018-19 was currently being 
considered, and at the moment stood at £243,000. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said the only scheme to have been 
recommended the previous year but not completed was LUTT162023 – 
Newport Railway Bridge advanced signage. Installation works were due to 
commence imminently. 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Barker, the Highways Liaison 
Officer said many schemes would be finished earlier than Quarter 4, but it 
was sensible to estimate they would finish later in case of delays to 
completion. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said LUTT172006 was to have coincided 
with a capital resurfacing scheme. However, the state of the road was now 
so bad that resurfacing would have to go ahead without the realignment. It 
might now be necessary to wait until a year after the resurfacing had been 
completed to realign the road. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said LUTT178001 was on a rolling 
programme and was looking to finish in August depending on the weather.  
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said schemes approved for 2018-2019 had 
no specific dates assigned and were subject to change. 
 
In response to Councillor Barker’s suggestion that schemes which had only 
been approved in principle be labelled ‘provisionally approved’, the 
Highways Liaison Officer said all Highways Panels used the same 
template, but she would investigate this rewording.  

 
 

 

4. Potential Capital Schemes List: 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said she wanted applications for this scheme 
to be proposed by parish councils, which could make submissions on 
behalf of the public. There were currently no funds to allocate to schemes. 
 
Councillor Sell mentioned Application 21 in the report. He said weight-
restrictions and the one-way system on Grove Hill were being ignored by 
lorries. The result was that the surface was being destroyed. The 
Highways Liaison Officer said she would look into the issue raised by 
Councillor Sell, but she was not convinced there would be a solution. The 
visual impact of new signage might mitigate the issue because while many 
international drivers could not understand writing on signs, they might 
comprehend imagery better.  
 
The Highways Liaison Manager said Sat Nav companies were a problem 
because they did not always acknowledge roads were one-way. 
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In response to a question from Councillor Mills, the Highways Liaison 
Officer said a pedestrian safe zone at the bridge in Stebbing might not 
have been implemented, but she would follow it up. 
 
Councillor Barker said that she could not understand from the plan how 
much the pavement would be widened on Scheme 5. There would be a 
new development there and the pavement width was not seen as safe for 
children. A new scheme needed to be delivered. The Highways Liaison 
Officer said the specific cost of the project would only be known when 
there was a detailed design, and the Highways Liaison Manager said there 
was currently no Essex County Council funding available for the project. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said the list of potential projects would be 
sent round the parish councils for submission of other ideas. A validation 
process would then be undertaken to identify which were viable. Schemes 
would also need the support of a county member. 
 
The Chairman said super-enhanced firewalls were not letting some emails 
through to the Highways Department. The Highways Liaison Officer could 
be contacted by phone if necessary. 
 
Councillor Moran said the delay to work on Ashdon Road was due to 
requests from utility companies and Dame Bradbury’s School. 

 

5. Highway Rangers 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said the model used in Uttlesford was 
working very well and was now being introduced throughout Essex. The 
Uttlesford rangers were committed. There was now a Local Highways 
Panel email address for the rangers that parish councils could use. 
 
In response to a point raised by Councillor Barker, the Highways Liaison 
Manager said parish handymen should not be working on highways and 
that rangers could do this.  
 
Councillor Sell said the rangers had done good work so far and parishes 
could see tangible benefits for their contributions to the scheme. 
 
The Highways Liaison Officer said an online form had already been sent 
round to parish councils to request work by the rangers. There was the 
possibility she might also hold parish forums to discuss the rangers further. 
The Chairman said it might be a good idea to remind parish councils that 
the form had been sent out. 

 

 

6. Section 106 Schemes 
 
These schemes were scheduled for delivery in the financial year. The 
Chairman said they would be updated throughout the year. 
 
Councillor Sell said he was pleased that Scheme 9 had been approved 
and completed. 
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7 AOB 
 
In response to a question from Councillor Moran regarding emergency 
funding for badly damaged roads, the Highways Liaison Officer said 
maintenance was not the responsibility of the Highways Panel and 
questions should be directed towards the Essex County Council Cabinet 
Member for Highways, Councillor Grundy. 

 

 

8. Date of next meeting: 
 
The date of the next meeting is 18th September 2017. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 18:50 


